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A DECLARATION

By orug REPRESENTATIRE St e

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
In GENERAL CONGRESS AssEMBLED. :

HE N in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes necelfary fi Peo o e X
wiih snothery and. o e among e Foesof the Ery the s Al st Sk s s eeAed i
ature s cntitic t ' i1 = a
wiitke Separation e them, & decent Refpect 1 the Opinions of Merkind requises that they thould declare the caafes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created :
il anilienable Rights, that among el act Lo, Libkree; $od the F“m"_“i: s ‘-ﬂhp;j::ﬁ :h'r.*y I'l::l :?::ﬂmﬂ:i ;Enr Creator with certain
inflituted among Men, ﬂ-r.'nﬂn% their juflt Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Go =l ights, Governments are
Ends, it is th: Right of the People to alter or to abolith it, and to inflitute new Government, hiying its Founda -"m“":!“ t‘“‘”_““ﬁ' deltrudtive of thele
its Powers in fuch Form, o8 1o them fhall feem mott likely to cffet their Safety and Happincfs. Predence, indeed mthiﬂ“ch Principles, and folﬁizin
talilitied fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Canfes; and accordingly all Experience Baitillkewn: thar Mankiod ate that Governments long i
Fvils are fufferable, than to right themfelves by abalithing the Forms to which they are accoftomed.  Buz when a lon 'I‘rl' T‘t i o Jei, s
ing invariably. the fame Objeét, evinces 3 Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifi, it is their Right, it is lhfir Dunn ¥ Aht;&’ and Ulurpations, purfu-
aid oo -Flrm-1,.|]¢ 1_1.1:1:5' Guards for their future Erl:l.‘l-'l.lﬂj' Such hasibecn the ].'llﬁ'l:h't - of thnﬁ-mm{éi and fuch i l!}'_, to throw off r“m.ﬂmm':n'l
them 1o alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefeat King of Great-Bri ain is 2 Hiftory of il mc.ﬁf“m'ﬂ'“h“h conftraina
haviogia dire Objed the ALl o oo abliite Tyeaniuly orec chef:Seuie. 0 prova chis, Tl Ko tahers end repeated Injurics and Ufarpations, all
He ]}:“ ﬁr“rﬁ is Affent to Laws, the moit wﬁ!;_u!cfnm and necelliry for the pablic Good. 3 MmO o candid: World.
He has forbidden his Governors to Laws of immediate and inz Importance, . . B
and u.-!-in.-n fo fulpended, h:ﬂl:n ut:crl_{t:? leéted to attend to I:hl.-:.-|:1|.leI iy B ful'p:n?d in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained
He has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommedation of large Diftrilts of People, . OB, »
i el o high: inl:ﬂirﬂibl-r: tg;}‘““r it T ;4";::“ ‘:n ]:;2 cople, ualels :hnf: People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative ics at Places unufual, uncomforta and diftant {i : . .
Cutigiag them into Complisnee with his Meafores. . iftant from the Dfpuﬁl tory of their public Records, for the &le Purpoic of
Fiz has difiolved Reprefentative Houfes repestedly, for oppofin with manly Firmnefs hi " .
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, tPnPd- e others to bzel:.-r;t:d;i wﬂfﬂﬁmﬁ Emﬁ:?p:“ﬂ,hwik e
wurned to the People ar large for their exercife; the State n:mmnir:_; in the mean time expofed to all the [ of Invation fi incapable of Annihilation, have re=
He has endeavourad to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpole obftructing the Laws aturalization n? Fm "!'h"“t' and Convullions within.
to ﬂlmll.lr-'lgt IEIM:': Mi minﬂm hit']lmt, and PJEEIE the Eﬂdiﬁum of i:;:rn Appropriations of Lands. | oreigners ; refufing to pals others
¢ has obitrifted the Adminiflration o ce, by his t to Lawy for cftablithi = R
He has eredted 3 Muliitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to narfi.s our i"ﬂﬁa;uf and eat out their Subitance.
He has kept among us, in Times of Pezce, Standing Armics, without the confent of our Legillamres.

He has affeited to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Pawer.
I A bincd with othess to fabjeit us to a Jurifdicion foreign to our Conflitution, and unscksbwledged byour Laws; giving his Afieat to their Aty of

pretended Legiflation :
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us : .
Fow protefting them, by a mock Trial, from Punithment for any Murders which they thoald conmiit on the Inhabitants of thefe Seates
Fon cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World :
Fos impofing Taxes on us without our Confent : .
For depriving us, in many Calfes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :

For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offcnces: 2
For sbolithing the frec Syftem of Englifh Laws in a neighbouring Province, eflablifhing therein ar arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundarics, fo

as to render it at once an Example and hit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfulute Rule into thef Colonies :
Fon taking away our Charters, abolithing our molk valuable L“"ﬂ“" ind ﬂFﬁHF fundamcntally theForms of our Governmezats 3
For {ulpending our own Legillatures, and declaring themfelves invelled with Power to Jegifiate fogus'livall Cales whatfoever,
Hz has abdicated Government here, by declaning us out of his Proteftion and waging War againftus.
He has plundered our Scas, ravaged our Coalts, burnt our Toyns, and deftrojedithie Lives of ouiPeople.
Hr is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of forcign Mercenaries to compleat the Worlks ni'.l:l:-nL. Defolation, and Tyranny, already begun with cir-
comitancesof Cruelty abd Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the molt barbarous Agey, and totally unwoshy the Head of a civilized Naton. ¢
' the hizh Sgas 1o bear Arma 131.i.|:1 their ¥ oy, to become the Executioners of their Friends and

H £ has conitrained ou= fellow Cinzns uﬁf" CRpaIve on
’ o . = Llands -

enurc of their Offices, and the Amount and Payment of their Salaries. :



