Solar cycle
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This article s about the sunspot cycle. For the 28-year cycle of the Julian calendar,
see Solar cycle (calendar).

400 yearsnaspati By, henahg te Marade r M i

"The comeatpedects B Sotpot Cyol 24 ques 3 amodthed & yunpat o ombe o s om of aorTES b fe OF Semmerof2003. The mooBed &0 oipot yombe
mached 589 b Argust2013 fo e oMERImMaE mam willbe ateatBE bigh. The cmooBed susspotoamber bat beey MEbg agah Dwands SE 2 cond peak

ove e Bstfee mostis and has wow supassed the kuelofthe fstpeat 6.9 b Febnay 2012 Mawy oyces am dowble peaked betfis & Se fsth whicl e
SECONE phak W EUnEpot umber was Eiger than e Nt We am oo oty over i yean WD Cyok 20 The came itprdeed and cbee med & B2 maies BE B

imakstsvipotoyck sce Cyck 14 which had amankswm oféd2 b Febmany of 1906."5

The solar cycle or selar magnetic activity cycle is a nearly periodic 11-year change
in the Sun's activity measured in terms of variations in the number of observed sunspots
on the solar surface. Sunspots have been observed since the early 17th century and the
sunspot time senes is the longest, continuously observed (recorded) time senes of any
natural phenomena. Accompanying the 11 year quasi-periodicity in sunspots, the large-
scale dipolar (north-south) magnetic field component of the Sun also flips every 11



