Lab Report Guide

Introduction

The purpose of this shorl decument is 1o illustrte for you the basic pnnciples of reper
writing for the MAE 211 course. The instructions in this handout, if properly followed,
will allow you to become proficient with what cion be the difficult task of writing
laboratory reports, Be aware that knowledge in technical writing is o eritical capability
for vour future professional life.

General Guidelines

Some labs reguire that msode than one peport Be weitben, of taat the overall format of the
lak report be applicd 19 several experments. 115 imporiant o oresd over the lab guibs o
mitke sure your lab report containg all specified regquirements destgnatedd for ench lab
report.

It is important that lab reports are tumed inoon time. The reports that vouw will submit will
be treated as formal documents. As such, it is extremely unprofessional to arive late or to
uit in @ report late, for gy reason. This ineludes Faualty peinters and corrupt o usaved
Files, The pen:lll}' 14 it boss of 20% of the poassible grade per iy Ltz The deadline for
reports 15 500 pm the day of your lab sectien and it 1= essenbal that if o report 15 goimg o
be turned in late, or after lab bas concluded. ot be handed directhy toon TA, s0 proper
signatures can be made verifying when the lab repoert was tumed in.

As weell, i ks important toe pote that when grading lab reports, length or wordiness of

L kB 1% il consadersd. As S AN wri!ing.a techaical repar, 1l 4 in‘lp&r.ﬂ'i\.'u thi womr
writing be complete, concise, and accunde, not necessanly lengthy, Each of your reports
should foll somewhere batween 2-5 pages, depending on the kab experiments and
requirements. Particular font and paragraph formasting will not be limited. though it is
irngrortant that your reports beok professional and have reasonably-sized fonis and
layouts.

Yo |u|:.| nepeors 5-:|'||_1u||:| st writben B persan whi 1% an unginﬂer, but whu 1% ml Tt lnar
with the purticular lab vou wre doing, Include encugh detail that the reader can visualize
your setup, assess vour methasds and understand clearly what vou discovered. The write-
ups are to demonsirate that you understand the objectives, methods and cutcomss of the
cxperiments and should be done in your own words, Do not cogry and paste sections of
the lab instructions into vour peport.

Ench labortory report for MAE 211 shoubd have the following sections:

-Cover Page

The cover page should be neatly fonmatted and incleds the name, numbssr, and
date of the lab, the lab section (e, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursdayy and the
names of all lab partners,



