The Graduates

The four women who
will join the FDINY this year.

THE FIRST YEAR the FDNY allowe
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exam but also tests of physical stre
dentally, that vear the FDNY ac
thought was its hardest version eve
applied failed the physical portio
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Vanessa Schoening
AGE: 27
ENGINE 33
Eest Village

“For seven and a halfyears,

I've been with the Fire
Department of New York
asan EMT. Mow 'ma
firefighter. It's kind of like
a promotion for me.”

@iselle King
AGE: 33
ENGINE 13
Lower Bast Side
*| was out with
friends at alounge,
and | heard some
women talking about
being firefighters,
And | approached
them: | said. ‘Is there
such athing? A
female firefighter?'
And they were
like, “In fact, we are.’”
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Charlotte Shannon

AGE: 24
ENGINE S0k3
Jamaied, Qreens

"My alarm went off

at 3:30 every maorning
during the acadeny.
Your schedule as
a firefighter is better.
5o that's what made
me get through it.
This isn't going to be
the rest of my life.
Il get to spend days with
rmy S-year-old son.”

Antoinette Proctor

AGE: 33
ENGINE 235
Bedford-Stuycesant
*l was in the Marines
before this. | was planning
to go back after | got
my master's degree, but
| decided to see
what the civilian side
could offer.”
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