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A DECLARATION

THE REPRESENTATIVES or THE

By
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

In GENERAL CONGRESS AasseMBLED.

H E N in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceflary for ane Poople to diffolve the Political Bunds which have scansiied them
with another, and 1o affume among the Powers of the Barth, the feparste and equal Seation to which the Laws of Nature and of
MNatwre's God entitle them, a decent Refpodt to the Opinions of Mamkind requires that they (heuld declare the caulfes which impal thess
®© the Separation.
We hold theie Truths to be fdfevident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with sertsin
unalienable Rights, that among theic are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit of Happinefs— That te fecure thefe Rights, Governments are
inftitured among Men, deriving their juft Powers from the Confent of the Govorned, thar whenever any Form of Government becomes  defructive of thele
Ends, it s the Right of the People to alwer or to abolifh it, and to inftiture mew Government, laying its Foundadon on fach Principles, and organizing
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem  moft bkely to offet their Safety and Happinefs. Prudesce, indeed, will difate that Governments long ef-
tablihed thould not be changed for light and tranfient Caudes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that Mankind are more difpofed to fuffer, while
Evils are 'IHI:I'IHI.', than ta I"-Iﬂ.‘t thernielves I“‘.I' I.H.Iﬂﬁl'l; the Fosma ta whick t]'l.-::.r zre acouiteomed. But whken a j.:u‘ Tramm of Abules and m"‘i“m purfu-
ing invaniably the fame Objedt, evinces 3 Defign to reduce them under ablolute Defposifm, itis their Right, it is their Duty, to throw off fuch Government
and to provide new Guards for their futwre Security.  Such has been the pasient Sufferance of thefe Colonies ; and fuch is now the Neceflity which conitraing
them to alter their former Syftems of Governmenr. The Hiftory of the prefent King of GrearBritain & 2 Hiftory of repeated Injurios and Ufurpasions, all
haviag in dire® Objeft the Eftablithment of an ablolute Tyranny over thelz Stares. To prove chis, let Fadts be fubmitted 1o a candid World.
Hk bas refufed his Alent 1o Laws, the moft wholelome and neceiffary for the 'puhii.: Gagd.
He has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and preffing Importance, unlefs fufpended in their Operation 6ll his Affest Mould be obtained ;
and when fo fulpended, he has utterly neglected toattend to them.
He has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodanion of large [Diftridts of People, unlefs thofe People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation is
the Lepfisturs, s Right ineftimable o them, and formidabbe o Tyrants only.
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomioruable, and diftant from the Depofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpale of
fatiguing them inte Compliange with his Meafures.
Hr has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatadly, for oppoling with manly Firmnefs his Invafions om the Righes of the People.
Hr has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffcluticns, to caufe others to be clofied ; whereby the Legiflative Powers, incapable of Anaihilation, have re-
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the Stase rematning in  the mean time expoled to all the Dangers of Invabon from withoart, and Convulfioas withis.
He has endeavoured toprevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe cbftrufting the Laws for Natwralization of Forcigaess ; redufing w pais sthess
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Approprations of Lands.
He has obftreded the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refuling his Affent to Laws citablifhing Judiciary Powers.
Hx has made Judges dependent on his Will alane, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amecunt and Payment of their Salaris.
He hay erefied = Multitede of new Offices, and {ent hither Swarms of Officers to harrals our H:npl:.r ard eat out ther Sublftance.
Mx has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armics, without the confent of our Legflatures.
Me hae affefted to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power.
He has combined with others o fabjeét us to s Jurifdiftion forcign to our Comflitution, and wascknowledged by our Laws; giving his Affent to their Ads of
pratended Legiflation :
Foxr quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among w -
Fox protedting them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould comemit om #he Inhabitants of thefe States :
For cutting o our Trade with all Parts of the World :
For impoiiag Taxes on us without our Confent @
For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
Fox traniporting ua beyond Seas ro be Irilll!jII for mwﬂﬁ;ﬁmmﬁ:n“ s O
Fox abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws @ 2 ne nag nie, in an arbitreary (Fovernmen enlarging i
a3 to render it At ence an E:tuh-p].n mﬁ:: imitrument for imroducing the fame abfoluce R“ufn into thefe Colonies : fyiand S,
For mking sway our Charters, sbolithing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governmonts:
Fox fufpending our own Legilatures, and declaring themfelves invelted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes wharfoover
Hr has shdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protedtion and waging War aguinft us,
He has plundered cur Seas, ravaged our Coafts, bumt our Towns, and deftroved the Lives of sur People,
Mx is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolation and Tyranny, slready begun with oir-
wamfances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fearcely paralleled in the m;ﬂgh barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized Nation.
He kis conftrained cor fellow Cinizens takes Captive on the high 3eas to bear Arms againft their Country, to beeome : PR
Brethren, or o fall themfelves by their Hands. = She amcxtionary of siaic; Fritads mat
He has excited domeitic Infurredhions smongft us, and has endeavoured v bring on the Inhabitanes of oar Frono el
hmown Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftrudion, of 2l Apes, Sexes and Conditions. it Indina Savages, whobe
Ix every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petinoned for Redrels in the moft humble Terms @ Our tod Petitions ha
od Injury. A Prinoc, wholc Charader is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is :Ej'm e Rﬂuuﬂh:mﬁ“m caly by repsat
Mox hawe we been wandng in Attentions to our Brinth Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempes by their Legil " =
sawarrantable Jurifdiftion over us. We have reminded them of the Circumftances of cur Emigrarion and Settlement here We have ol s i
Juftice and Magranimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred o difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would mevizabl "m“
Coeneétions and Comrefpondence. They too have been deaf to the Yoice of Juibice and Contanguin ity. Ve muft, therefore FM' ia the Mu.r Iil.::
dencunces our Separation, and hold them, as we held the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends 2
Wi, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gewenar Cowanxus  Alembled,
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Redtitude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of thefe - E
lemnly Publifh and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Rightought to be, F x b £ ax b Iubes emosw suru-mﬁh:,
ablolved from all Allegiance o the Britith Ceown, and that all political Connedtion berween them and the State of Great-Britsin is and ought to be total E
folved; asdchatas Frxxz awp Iwpzrexoewr Svaves, they have full Power w levy War, conclude P : ¥
Cammarce, and 10 do all other Afis and Things which IspxrempesT STaTEs mar of right do.  And for the fupport of this Deslarst = Im-_*
fiom Helinnse on the Prowedtion of diviee Providence, we motually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred Foner. &

Signed &y Onoer awdim Bruwavr o/ the CONGRESS,
JOHN HANCOCK, PrEsiDENT
Avream

CHARLES THOMSON, Ssenzvann.

Fuivavurrmia: Priiven or Joww Deowrarw




