MEANING OF INTERPRETATION

Interpretation 1s concermned with relationships within the collected data, partially overlapping
analysis. Interpretation also extends beyond the data of the study to include the results of other
research, theory and hypotheses. The task of mterpretation has two major aspects viz., (1) the
effort to establish continuity in research through linking the results of a given study with those of
another, and (i1) the establishment of some explanatory concepts.

TECHNIQUE OF INTERPRETATION

Interpretation is an art that one learns through practice and experience. The researcher may, at times,
seek the gudance from experts for accomplishing the task of mterpretation.

The technique of interpretation often mvolves the following steps:

Researcher must give reasonable explanations of the relations which he has found and he must
interpret the lines of relationship i terms of the underlying processes and must try to find out the
thread of uniformity that hes under the surface laver of his diversified research findings.

Extraneous information, if collected duning the study, must be considered while iterpreting
the final results of research study, for it may prove to be a key factor in understanding
the problem under consideration.

Researcher must accomplish the task of interpretation only after considenng all relevant factors
affecting the problem to avoud false generalization,

PRECAUTIONS IN INTERPRETATION

Omne should always remember that even if the data are properly collected and analysed, wrong
mterpretation would lead to maccurate conclusions. Must pay attention to the following points for
correct interpretation:

1. At the outset, researcher must invariably satisfy himself that (a) the data are appropriate,
trustworthy and adequate for drawing inferences; (b) the data reflect good homogeneity;
and that (c) proper analysis has been done through statistical methods.

2. The researcher must remain cautious about the errors that can possibly arise in the process of
interpreting results. Emors can arise due to false generalizaton and’or due to wrong
interpretation of statistical measures, such as the application of findings beyond the range of
observations, identification of comelation with causation and the like.

3. He must always keep in view that the task of interpretation s very much intertwined with
analysis and cannot be distinctly separated.

4. He must never lose sight of the fact that his task i1s not only to make sensitive
observations of relevant occurrences, but also to identify and disengage the factors that
are imtially hidden to the eye.

5. The researcher must remember that “ideally i the course of a research study, there should be
constant interaction between 1mtial hypothesis, empirical observation and theoretical
conceptions.

SIGNIFICANCE OF REPORT WRITING

Research report 1s considered a major component of the research study for the research task remains
mcomplete till the report has been presented and/or written. Research results must invariably enter the
general store of knowledge.

DIFFERENT STEPS IN WRITING REPORT



