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resources as they are presented in what I call the bio-reductive framework will be juxtaposed to
the agentic, descriptive accounts of battlefield action to highlight the radical differences between
the two. AsIproceed I will offer a preliminary formulation of courageous action on the

battletield and from 1t specifically identity the impossibility of respecting the ethical nature of

courage as Americans understand 1t desd  An indent at the start of a hew paragraph
IS unnecessary only If there Is a space In

between paragraphs (shown here)

This chapter 1s organized by Paul Tillicl > nature of

being can be asked as the ethical question of th€ nature of courage. Courage can show us what

being 1s, and being can show us what courgge 1s” (2000: 2). I ntend on demonstrating that there

exists among Americans a deep and intfitive sensibility about courageous action and 1ts form on
battlefields. This sensibility, often gxpressed in films, popular music, analogies between military
and civilian actions, and descripfions of battlefield actions, focuses the moral worth of persons
who act courageously: theiractions are lessons on how to act for the rest of us. The general

assumption, then, 1s thatpersons have the ability to manage their actions and 1t 1s this assumption

of agency—the abilify to choose how, when, why one acts—that generates the basis for an ethical
component to acfon. I will show that Americans implicitly focus on the human body as the
primary resogrce for ethical expression in battlefield action. This American sensibility 1s used
pervasively m process of ascribing courage to persons as part of general cultural negotiations of

moral/standing.

In this chapter I will also show the American conceptual landscape 1s dominated by biological
explanatory resources that deny human agency and so present a contradictory understanding of
human social action that results 1n explaining away, denying, or simply 1gnoring socio-cultural

concepts like “courage.” This 1s accomplished by locating the source of human social action 1n



