Light Up Your Lexicon

It’s pure joy for the language lover—a plethora of fun, fascinating, and vocabulary-
boosting words selected by the experts at Merriam-Webster. Words adopted from
other languages (Dégringolade: a rapid decline or deterioration.) Delightfully niche
words (Campanologist: one who practices the art of bell ringing). Words about
words (Hendiadys: an expression using two independent words connected by and).
Plus, words that are just a delight to say (Flimflam: to subject to a deception or
fraud) and words having their day in the sun (Telecommute: to work at home by

the use of an electronic linkup with a central office). Entries include the definition,
pronunciation guide, sample sentence, and a detailed word history.
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