Oral Reading Fluency Norms

Grades 1-6
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Interpreting screening scores using the ORF norms: Grade 1. In general, first-grade students
who are reading 40 or more WCPM on unpracticed text passages are by the end of the year at low nsl
of future reading difficulty, while students below 40 WCPM are at some nsk, and students reading below
20 WCPM are at high risk of failure. We recommend following these guidelines for interpreting first-grade
SCOraes,

Research by Good, Simmons, Kame'enui, Kaminski, & walin (2002)

Interpreting screening scores using the ORF norms: Grades 2-8. To determine if a student may
be having difficulbes with reading, the teacher compares the student's WCPM score to the scores from
that student's grade level at the closest time period: fall, winter, or spring. On the basis of our field
expenences with interpreting ORF screening scores, we recommend that a score falling withan 10 words
above or below the 50th percentile should be interpreted as withun the normal, expected, and
appropnate range for a student at that grade level at that time of year, at least for students in grades 2-

8.
{source: J.Hasbrouck 8 G_A. Tindal, The Reading Teacher, April 2006)



