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What happened at Fort Pillow 1

Fort Pillow, Tennessee, which sat on a bluff overlooking the Mississippi River, had been
held by the Union for twa vears. It was gamsoned by 380 men, 292 of them from United State
Colored Heavwy and Light Arfillery regiments, 283 from the white Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry.

MNathan Bedford Formrest commanded about 1,300 men.

'The Confederates attacked Fort Pillow on April 12, 1564, and had sirtually surrounded
the fort by the time Forrest arrived on the battlefield. At 3:30 pm., Forrest demanded the
surrender of the Union forces, sending in a2 message of the sort he had used before; “The conduct

of the officers and men gamsoning Fort Pillow has been such as to entitle them to being treated

as prisoners of war. . . . Should mv demand be refused, | cannot be responsible for the fate of

vour command.” Union Major Willam Bradferd, who had replaced Major Booth, killed earlier
by sharpshooters, asked for an hour to consider the demand. Fomrest, womed that vessels in the

Tiver were bringing in more troops, shorened the time to twenty minutes — Bradford refused to

surrender, and Feorrest quickly ordered the attack
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