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Women earn
up to €12,000
less than male
counterparts

EU maternity/paternity leave
proposals will cost Malta €12m

Kurt Sansone

Women in full-time employment
on average carn €4,300 less than
thelr male counterparts and in
some Iindustries the wage gap
widens to almost €12,000, accord-
ing toa study by the Malta Busi-
ness DBurcau

The findings result from an ¢co-
nomic impact assessment of the
EU's proposals to extend paild
matemnity leave 10 20 weeks and
introduce two wecks paternity
lcave.

While saving the proposed mea-
sures will cost the economy €12
million, the report concludes they
will translate in a new burden on
businesses and warned that wage
discrepancies will worsen as
women become less competitive
in the marketplace for jobs,

The findings pour cold water on
EU proposals to increase parental
leave to ensure a better work-life
balance for parents and encourage
more women (o continue working
after childbinh,

The assessment found that
extending pakd maternity leave to 20
weeks from the current 14 would

cost the economy €7.5 million of
valuc-added ina year, equivalent to
about 0.2 per cent of GDP. The cost
on the private sector would amount
t0 €5.3 million. Similarly, increasing
patemity leave to two wecks from
the current two days would cost the
cconomy €4.8 million, or 0.1 per
cent of GDP, of which the private
s¢ctor would have to shoulder €3.7
million.

When presenting the findings to
Parliamentary Secretary Chris Sald
yesterday, MEB president John
Huber described the proposals as
a burden on businesses.

If implemented, they would
undermine competitiveness, espe-
clally In the domestic context, he
added, where 56 por cent of busi-
nesses were cither micro or small
cnterprises employing fewer than
49 pcople.

Citing the dismal employment
figure for women, at about 38 per
cent, Mr Huber sald the proposals
would only hinder the employ-
ment of more women.

Malta lagged behind the EU
where almost 59 per cont of working:
age women were employed.,
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nap In his cage at a floral outlet. If you wanted to take this little piggy all the way home, it would set you
back a squealing €500! Photo: Jason Borg

Britain finally apologises
for Bloody Sunday killings

Katherine Haddon

The British government finally
apologised yesterday for Bloody
Sunday, one of Northem Ircland’s
darkest days in which 13 people
died, calling the killings “unjusti-
fled and unjustifiable”,

Prime Minister David Cameron
made the admission as a long-
awalted report into why British

troops opened fire on a civil rights
march in Londonderry in 1972 was
published, to joy from victims’
familics.

It concluded that none of
the victims was armed, soldiers
gave no warnings belore open-
ing lire and that the shoot-
ings were a “catastrophe” for
Northern Ireland, leading to
increased violence In subse-
quent years.

“There is no doubt... what hap-
pened on Bloody Sunday was both
unjustified and unjustifiable, It
was wrong,” MrCameron told the
House of Commons In London,

“The government is ultimately
responsible for the conduct of the
armed foroes, And jor that, on behall
of the government, Indoed onbohalf
of our country, | am deeply sorry.”
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for living and for life

As Europe’s leading brand Ideal

Standard believes that creativity is the
catalystio continuous evolution in your

bathroom. Each collection contains
inspirational products created by some
ofthe world's leading designers
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