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Water Carves the Land
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The coastines of Morth Amenca have a beautiful, but unusual
shape, The oosan waves are responsible lor weathering away
pits aof %0il, rack, and sand wherevers [he waler meals the land.
Forme: beaches change maore han ofhers, Those thal experience
severe slorms or requent winds change the most, Waler carries
the: sedimend, or sand, soil and mcks, and drops it along another
pari of the coasi.

A bay is formed whan wears away the land i a natural curva.
This creates a bady of water that has & wide opening 1o the ses,
oul s partly enclosed by land. The waters of a bay ara
usualy calm.

Ocean waves araen'l the only water sources thal pick up and
redeposil sedmenl River syslems are made up ol many differant
rivesrs, They join up on their jourmey owand 1he ocean, They all
avirdually join a rmagor rver fhat will fake them all he way lo the
ooean, One example of this i the Messissippi Biver system. i
aventually empties inte the Gulf of Maxico, At the mouth of the
river, deposits of sediment build up ovar tima. This forms a large
fand area called a delta.

Sometimas people change the path that walar naturally folows.
Man-made lakes are creslad by building dams. The lake that
forms g called a Peservelr and stares the region's fresh wabes
supphes. In some aneas, the dam may also use the force of
gravily Lo make electicily, Waler reshing from a high place o
a o ong lurms hoge urbings, or wheels, ceating and sloring
aleciricity for the region's poser System, Waler from resenirs
Gan alsae be used inirigation projects that belp farmers et
encugh walaer io grow crops.

‘Water often shapes our land. Humans also shape and control
the water sowrces of the Earth.

Mome:

Angwer the Tﬂlﬂ*’il‘lﬂ qIJEl'Hlﬂ'I'IE based an
the reading passage. Don't forget to go
back to ihe passage whanever necessany
to find or confirm your answers.

1] What = sedimant?

2} What happens whan sedimant buikds up
ower time'?

3} What is responsible for the unusweal shapa
of 8 cosstina?

4) ¥What is an example of people changing
the way water flows?

5} What is ona benafit of building a dam?
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