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OVERVIEW
This preface is for informat ion only
This preface will therefore not be retained in the project-specific document.

The remairing sections {numbered 1, 2, 3,...) constitute a temp late that should be
wsed to construct the project -sped fic dooument.

= Text imnmormal cose 15 inthe most part “boilerplate” that con be ret gined,
amended or deleted in the doowment.

= Text imitalics provides instrwctions on how to complete g section and should be
removed once the section is written.

»  Text inblueitalics includes discussion and specific recommendations on the
approach to Technical Design in the DA contexd.

The template showld be used pragmatically, that is - where a section is not rel evant it
shoul d be omitted. Comersely, the material contained in this doowment is not
necessarily exhaustive; if there & a subject that is relevant to the project, but is not
included in this document, it should sl be included.

BASIS OF THIS DOCUMENT

This following introductory sections set out an approach to designing systems that
may be developed wnder IDA It altempts to set standards and creale g consistent
approach to the design and development of systems acoss the IDA Programme. [t
will enable the Programme to benefit from ‘ecomomies of scale’ and a consi stency in
the approach to building and deploying systems. Important issues that need to be
considered include the anchitecture of systems, links to legacy systems, comtemparary
approaches to design {Object Oriented Design ), aims for code re-use and the need to
develop systems that will work on an operational basis over many years and the
associated desire to make such systems easily supportable and affordable.

A kzy point will be to uwild on the work already carried out in 1DA and i
predeces sor programmes, where a lange number of specific ‘technical ' developments
were undertaken looking at, for example, standards for data exchange, such as
CESMES, and the introduction of contemporary technologies and infrastructures.

The concept of a Reference Architecture is o so introduced as part of the process of
creating an interoperable emvironment which facilitates the exchange of information
between administrations through setting ouwt @ number of standard building blocks
around which solutions can be assembled. These building blocks or ‘components
reflect the emerging technologies that should form the technical basis of the IDA
developments. These include the Common Object Request Broker Anchibect wre
(CORBA), Remote Method Imvocation (RMI) and Enterprise JovaBeans (EJB)
technologies that highlight code re-use, scalability and the creation of interoperable
architectures around lega oy emiromments.



